
Creativity as a driver for 
sustainability 
The world is facing unprecedented environmental 
challenges which requires innovative and sustainable 
solutions to effectively address these pressing issues. 

Danish creativity

Danish companies and organisations have a long tradition of using creativity to solve complex problems and 
responding to societal challenges, resulting in innovative solutions like well-designed reusable alternatives to 
disposable everyday products, aesthetically pleasing waste sorting systems, fashion and furniture recycled 
from plastic or fishing nets, or architecture that turns a waste plant into a ski slope. Here the planetary 
boundaries are seen as a positive creative constraint that elevates the ambition for the final product.  

Designing a circular future 

An important step towards a more sustainable world, is applying a circular mindset to consumption and 
business models. At its core, circularity is about refusing the linear take-make-waste model and replacing 
it with one that is regenerative by design. This means reducing, reusing, redesigning, and recapturing 
the planets scarce resources. 

80% of a products environmental footprint is locked in at the design phase and therefore it is crucial that 
designers and businesses have a circular mindset in everything they do. Danish circular initiatives like rental 
and reselling concepts for pre-loved furniture, upcycled clothing collections, buildings created with reused 
materials, and interior design pieces made to be disassembled and repaired as needed, gain success locally
and globally. Here creativity is key when rethinking design processes and reimagining new ways of doing 
business.  

Sustainability as the irresistible choice 

Closing the gap between awareness of climate change and the motivation to act requires shaping a desire for 
it. The Danish creative industries exemplify this bridging process by integrating a human-centred and aesthetic 
approach to innovation, showcasing how sustainable solutions can become the desirable choice. 

A tangible example is the innovative approach to design and architecture that have transformed 
Copenhagen into a bicycle-friendly city. Often opting for a bicycle proves to be a quicker and more convenient 
mode of transportation compared to using a car, making it a natural choice for citizens to incorporate the
sustainable practice in their everyday lives. 

By infusing sustainability with greater meaning, beauty, and playfulness, it is possible to turn the sustainable 
option into the irresistible choice. 

Let’s start a conversation about the transformative potential of creativity as a driver for sustainability.


