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BISLETT STADIUM

Bislett stadium in Oslo is the most famous sports complex in the Nordic countries, located in Oslo city centre in one of the city’s very characteristic and distinctive neighbourhoods. It has been a sports centre since 1907, and the first stadium opened in 1922. In the autumn of 1995, C.F. Møller Architects won the international competition for a new stadium in Bislett, Oslo. The stadium was inaugurated at the Bislett Games in July 2005. 

THE SPIRIT OF THE SITE
As the performances of top international-level athletes are improving, sports facilities all over the world are being created in an expression of an international typological style. These facilities are often located outside the towns, and the spirit of the site is often relegated to the background. In Bislett Stadium we have tried to retain integration between functions such as sport and technology – architecture and site – history and the future. 

TAILORED TO THE CITY
The sports arena has been tailored to the city, with its soft lines filling the triangular space between Bislettgata and Sofies Gate. The stadium is a building of considerable size, but has the feel of a construction that is human in scale, and an integral part of the city’s streets and neighbourhoods. The outer wall encircling the stadium follows the contours of the street, and complements the incline in the terrain.

The interaction between the façade, which is painted in light, warm shades and the different styles of the surrounding buildings, creates rich and varied experiences. From within the stadium, you have a clear sense of the city around you.

THE CITY’S BUILDINGS EMBRACE THE STADIUM
The area around Bislett Stadium is one of the most characteristic, distinctive neighbourhoods in Oslo. Standing inside the stadium, you can read the urban space quite clearly. It is not the wall or the roof of the grandstand that defines the space, but the ring of buildings outside that constitutes the final, embracing space for athletes and spectators. Bislett Plass, Martinius Lørdahls Plass and Sofies Plass are impressive urban spaces which have been transformed to embrace the stadium. These squares, and the street environment as a whole, offer different designs and uses. 

The entire construction is thus designed to match the friendly and calm modernist style of the harmonious urban spaces towards the squares of Bislett Plads and Martin Lørdahls Plads. By rotating the track a few degrees from its existing location, the bowl-like shape of the landscape is utilised to create a natural elevation for the spectator stands towards the north, east and west. The stands - with room for a total of 15,000 spectators - are covered by a lightweight steel roof construction supported by concrete pillars along the sides.




PROXIMITY
It has been very important to us that the stadium is not an excessively technological construction architectonically, which would draw the power away from the city. The continuous design of the grandstands gives spectators and athletes a feeling of interconnectedness and presence. There is proximity between the athletes and the 15,000 spectators.


FACTS
[Client] 		The Municipality of Oslo, Park and Sports Authority 
[Turnkey contractor] 	NCC
[Architect] 		C.F. Møller Architects
[Landscape architect] 	C.F. Møller Landscape
[Project management] 	Terramar tm
[Building manager] 		Erstad & Lekven
[Consultants] 	Structural engineering: Olav Olsen, PhD
Soil engineering: Multiconsult
M+E: Sweco Grøner
[Area] 		15,000 seats / 18,000 m2
[Year] 		Competition: 1995. Construction: 2004-05
[Address] 		Bislettgata 1, Oslo, Norway



MATERIALS
Stadium wall: in-situ concrete, painted with silicate paint in a light yellow colour
Stands: prefab concrete panels
Roof over stands: steel construction with polycarbonate at each end
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